BELIEVING - KNOWING
When I was first privileged to have the Lord Jesus Christ come into my life as my Lord, Saviour, Master and Teacher, he caused me to move among Pentecostal and Charismatic Christian groups.  A little later he extended that to include Brethren and Baptists.

It was through these very different groups that I began to come to terms with the great difference between believing and knowing the truth of the Word of God, as shown in Jesus Christ, and recorded for us in the Bible scriptures.

I came to understand what the apostle Peter was talking about, when, in answer to Jesus question about who they, the disciples, said he was. Jesus said in; 
(1) John 6:69 “We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.”

Now add to that;

(2) 1Tim 4:1-3 “The Spirit expressly says that in the latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceitful spirits, and doctrines of demons, through the pretensions of liars, whose consciences are seared, who forbid marriage and enforce abstinence from foods which God created to be received thankfully by all who believe and know the truth.”
We read in great detail how we’re not to allow ourselves to be influenced by man’s thinking or values.
(3) Col 2:8-10 “See to it that no one makes a prey of you by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human traditions, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness of life in him, who is the head of all rule and authority.” (Read Col 2:11-23)
(4) Col 2:16-17 “Let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard to a festival, a new moon, or a Sabbath. These are only a shadow of the things to come, the substance belongs to Christ.”

Those elemental spirits; these shadowy beings; are the base universal emotional driving forces of the fallen creation; pride, ambition, greed, envy, jealousy etc. In other words, destructive emotions which are out of our control, stirred up by Satan, and they are listed for us in; 

(5) Gal 5:19-21 “The works of the flesh are plain; immorality, impurity, lustfulness, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, dissension, party spirit, envy, drunkenness, wild partying, and the like.”
Those elemental spirits cannot be compared to the beautiful fruit, or emotions, of the Spirit of God’s Word; Christ; which are most definitely under our control because of the spirit of self-control we’ve been given.
(6) Gal 5:22-23 “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith-fulness, gentleness, self-control.”

If we’ll walk by the Spirit, then we’ll find that all the observances and rituals; all the rigors of devotion, self-abasement, and severities to the body, which man’s religions so often impose; are, as far as God’s Word is concerned, of absolutely “no value in checking the indulgence of the flesh”; or as some translators put it, “serving only to indulge the flesh”, that is, making it feel good about itself because it’s “doing its best.” 
How often we use that spiritually meaningless phrase as an excuse for our failures! Remember;
(7) Col 2:20-23 “If you have died with Christ to the elemental spirits of the universe, why do you live as if you still belonged to the world? Why do you again submit to regulations like, ‘do not handle, do not taste, do not touch,’ which refer to things which perish as they are used, and all these according to human traditions and doctrines? Of course these have an appearance of wisdom in promoting rigor of devotion, self-abasement, and severity to the body, but are of no use in checking the indulgence of the flesh.”
Jesus, in his great prayer to the Father for us, didn’t say that eternal life was just a matter of believing God and his Word, Jesus Christ, and leaving it at that. No!!! He began by saying in;

(8) John 17:3 “This is eternal life that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” 

But this knowing is much more than an intellectual knowledge.  It is a most intimate knowing, which the Word compares to the truly knowing of another in the intimate intercourse of marriage, in the total giving of self, as our God intended, in that relationship. 
(9) Gen 4:1 “Adam knew his wife Eve, and she conceived and bore Cain.”
(10) Gen 4:25 “Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth.”
(11) Eph 5:25-32 “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, have cleansed her by the washing of water with the Word, that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, that she might be holy and blameless. 
Even so, husbands should love their wives as their own bodies, for he who loves his wife, loves himself. For no man hates his own flesh, but loves and cherishes it, as Christ does the church, because we are members of his body. For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother, and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. This mystery is a profound one, and I am saying it refers to Christ and the church. However, let each one love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.
Clearly, it is this type of knowing that Jesus is talking about in; 
(12) Matt 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but those who do the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day, many will say to me, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?” Then I will declare to them, “I never knew you, get away from me you evil doers.”
It is surely self-evident from the scriptures that in every other way Jesus knows us completely; we see this clearly in; 
(13) John 2:25 “Jesus knew all men, and needed no one to witness to him about them, for he himself knew what was in man.”
And there can be no doubt left of the completeness of this knowledge when we look at what’s laid out for us in such great detail in; 
(14) Ps 139:1-4 “Lord, you have searched me and know me. You know when I sit down, and when I rise up. You discern my thoughts from afar. You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, you know it completely.” (Read Ps 139:1-16)
So, when Jesus will say to those who would lay claim to be his disciples, as we’ve read in; 
(15) Matt 7:23 “Get away from me you evil doers, I never knew you”, 
He is clearly not talking about a detailed knowledge of those false disciples, but of not knowing them in the biblical sense as we’ve already seen in;

(16) Gen 4:1 ““Adam knew his wife Eve and she conceived and bore Cain.”
This knowing of us, by him, has nothing necessarily to do with our praying abilities, our prophesying, casting out of demons, or doing mighty works. It is only concerned with the intimacy of our union with him. Because it is only in this area that we can truly come to be known by him, and bear spiritual children for him.

Of course continually believing his Word to us is the first vital step in establishing this relationship with the indwelling Christ; believing everything he’s said to us in the scriptures. That must be our response to his Word, so that we may begin to experience the fullness of;

(17) Ps 34:8 “Taste and see that the Lord is good.”
We taste only by reading, listening to, and believing his Word. Then, through our experiencing the reality of that Word in our lives, we can come to know and be known by him.

This involves our seeking after, and finding out what God’s Word is saying to us, personally. It involves seeking until we find! 
(18) Matt 7:7 “Ask and it will be given to you. Seek and you will find. Knock and it will be opened to you.”
(19) Matt 11:28-30 “Come to me all you who labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
Then we will come to know the reality of what Jeremiah was talking about when he said in; 
(20) Jer 15:16 “Your words were found and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, Lord God of hosts.”
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